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LIMITED EDITION 2013 
Become part of racing history with a robust 316L 
stainless steel case, scratch-resistant sapphire crystal 
and water resistance up to lObar (100m / 330ft). 
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Marvellous... 

The exceptional skill in this photo helps sum up 
a little of the impact Marc Marquez has had on 
MotoGP this year. With his second win of a rookie 
season at Laguna Seca last weekend the Spaj^jd 
is cleaning up on American soil (just Indianapolis 
remains for the set). He is also clocking a number 
of milestones as he holds the series red plate. See 
Gavin Emmett’s report on page 12 for more info 

Photo by Gold and Goose/ Red Bull 






Icel’s Xavier Boog hits a stone on 
a double at the Finnish Grand Prix 
spectacular tumble from his KTM. 
sustained a dead leg and Ray Archr 
grab the sequence. Check out page 
rial from Hyvinkaa where the Cairol 
act continued for the eighth time in 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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AMA-MX 


Pancake... 

Eli Tomac scythes the air with his Geico Honda at 
Washougal in perhaps his most determined dis¬ 
play yet of the outdoor season. The 20 year old 
went 1-1 and let Ken Roczen know he is focussed 
on stopping the German doubling up on 2013 SX 
and MX titles. Like Indoors, the dispute could go 
the distance with only four rounds left 

Photo by Simon Cudby 
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MotoGP LAGUNA SEGA 



OWNED 

► 

By Gavin Emmett Photos by Milagro, Honda PrcMmages, 

Ducati Corse Press. www.vamahamotoerD.com ^ 



-^Marquez - the youngest ever winner of 


back-to-back GPs in MotoGP history 
(he is still only 20) - shows everybody 
once more the most spectacular line 
down the Corkscrew at the ‘Dry Lake’ 



I n a few years time we may look back at this 
weekend’s US Grand Prix as the moment that 
the beacon was passed on from one MotoGP 
torch-bearer to another, as Marc Marquez won on 
his maiden appearance at one of the champion¬ 
ship’s most iconic and notoriously difficult venues 
to extend his lead in the standings to 16 points 
over team-mate Dani Pedrosa. 

The fact that Marquez made a breathtaking pass 
on his hero Valentino Rossi at Laguna Seca’s 
infamous Corkscrew, in much the same way as 
the Italian himself did back in the epic 2008 bat¬ 
tle with Casey Stoner, cemented the idea that the 
young Spaniard could well be on his way to follow¬ 
ing in the Italian’s footsteps and dominating the 
premier class for years to come. 

With nine races down and nine to go, it is surely 
going to take a Herculean effort for the injury-rav¬ 
aged Pedrosa and reigning champ Jorge Lorenzo 
to beat the 20 year-old to this year’s crown. The 
duo finished fifth and sixth as they nursed their re¬ 
spective collarbone cracks, and will need a timely 
change of fortune in the title run-in if they want to 
prevent the rookie from prevailing. 

Having only ever seen the Californian track on 
videos (no doubt including multiple re-runs of that 
2008 classic), Marquez instantly took a liking to 
Laguna Seca; leading three out of four free prac¬ 
tice sessions, before making his only mistake of 
the weekend during qualifying and relinquishing 
pole to Bradl by just 17 thousandths of a second. 

The reigning Moto2 champion didn’t have it easy, 
struggling with his bike on the early laps as he 
chased Bradl and Rossi, who made the better 
starts, before conjuring up a pass on the nine-time 
world champion straight out of the Italian’s copy¬ 
book. 

“I have already said to Valentino that I will pay him 
the copyright for the pass!” he quipped in an en¬ 
tertaining post-race press conference, suggesting 
yet further that he not only possesses the talent, 
but also the wit to be able to capture the hearts of 
those millions of MotoGP fans who yearn for their 
riders to be more than just lap-churning automa¬ 
tons. 



The charge down the scary Turn 1 is done at almost 
~170mph on the way to the hairpin Turn 2 at what is 
MotoGP’s shortest track at just 2.2 miles (3.6km) 
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The battle of the broken bones was woh by ' 
Pedrosa with both Spaniards cherishing each 
point they earned in California. Pedrosa won 
at Laguna in 2009 and - like Marquez was a 
quick learner on the factory Honda. In 2006/ . 
he set a new lap record, and finished'seco'iid In 
what was his first visit to the circuit' ■. 
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Having slid his way through the inside of the 
Corkscrew’s right-hander, using every speck of 
dust available to him, he then stalked the im¬ 
pressive young Bradl, squeezing through at the 
final corner at the end of lap 19, before cruising 
to victory. 

Bradl meanwhile also silenced some of his crit¬ 
ics with a first podium finish in MotoGP, which 
came on the back of the first-ever pole position 
by a German rider. The 2011 Moto2 champion 
has been under pressure in recent weeks as 
the rumours do the rounds that his position as 
Honda protege at LCR are under threat from 
Britain’s Cal Crutchlow, but this result will go a 
long way to helping his cause. His post-race plea 
of “I think I deserve a place in MotoGP’’ will not 
have fallen on deaf ears. 

The credence that Yamaha could even consider 
taking Marquez’s pass to Race Direction after 
what had happened here in 2008 was given 
short shrift by Rossi himself, who acknowledged 
that while he tried his level best to outbrake 
Marquez into the Corkscrew, the youngster had 
the pace on him and he knew his race was al¬ 
ready run. He did, however, still have to fight off 
a spirited challenge from Alvaro Bautista, who 
pushed for the final podium spot right to the 
line. 

Rossi was full of praise for Marquez, announc¬ 
ing that he “has the potential to be one of the 
greatest of all time [...] and better than me,” but 
made clear that he now feels he is in credit to 
the Repsol Honda rider, should their paths cross 
again in the races to come. 

Whether that will happen or not is for the future 
to tell. As Marquez continues to confound and 
surprise his rivals, as well as onlookers, it’s his 
immense capacity to learn from - and then bet¬ 
ter - his opponents that could well mean that he 
will become the first rookie to clinch a MotoGP 
title since Kenny Roberts in 1978. In doing so 
becoming the new poster-boy for the premier 
class and relieve Rossi of his duties. 






If you want to be cynical then you could say that the 
results of Stefan Bradl (pictured, finishing second 
for his first podium in 27 appearances in the class) 
and Alvaro Bautista (fourth for a career-best after 
59 MotoGP races) are cases in point for more 
performance-based contracts in MotoGP. Whatever 
the motivation Bradl made an effective and attacking 
‘hurry-up’ in the USA to extend HRC’s 2014 headache 
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Nicky Hayden still has emotional memories of 
Laguna victories in 2005 and 2006 and this 
time had to take satisfaction from winning the 
battle with his team-mate for 8th place. Will it be 
his last MotoGP visit to California? ‘69’ already 
confirmed he will not be Ducati-mounted in 2014 
and needs another 24 races to reach a magic 
200 Grand Prix mark; all in the premier class 



























Four podiums in eight rounds of 2013 
for Valentino Rossi beats his trophy h; 
from two years with the factory Ducat 
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Lorenzo came to Laguna Seca knowing there was 
not much chance of registering five consecutive 
pole positions at the ‘scratchers’ track in the 
north of the state. A previous winner there in 
2010 the champion had to settle for sixth on this 
occasion and gains another four weeks to get 
back to fitness before Indianapolis 
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Bautista tips into the Corkscrew. The 
Spaniard hounded Rossi in the final 
laps and just missed out on his first 
MotoGP podium finish by 0.059 seconds. 
Crutchlow meanwhile (below) posted his 
worst result of the season - seventh - and 
lamented a poor set-up. Pedrosa (below 
right) gets busy with the ice bag 



CLASSIFICATION & 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


MotoGP RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Marc Marquez, SPA 

Honda 

2 

Stefan Bradl, GER 

Honda 

3 

Valentino Rossi, ITA 

Yamaha 

4 

Alvaro Bautista, SPA 

Honda 

5 

Dani Pedrosa, SPA 

Honda 


MotoGP CHAMPIONSHIP 

(AFTER 9 OF 18 ROUNDS) 

Riders 

Points 

1 

Marc Marquez 

163 

2 

Dani Pedrosa 

147 

3 

Jorge Lorenzo 

137 

4 

Valentino Rossi 

117 

5 

Cal Crutchlow 

116 
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Where do you start with Marquez? He now 
has 29 career victories - the same amount 
Loris Capirossi achieved in twenty-two years. 
With four wins in 2013 he has equalled Kenny 
Roberts’ haul in 1978 when the American 
won the 500cc title in his rookie season. With 
nine races to go more greatness beckons... 
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YOU CAN FIND ALL THE FEATURES AT 
WWW.KTM.COM 


150 HP (110 KW)/230 KG INCL. 23 LITRES OF FUEL 

C-ABS/TRACTION CONTROL WITH 4 MODES + OFF 

15,000 KM SERVICE INTERVALS 

COMPREHENSIVE TECHNOLOGY AND 
SAFETY PACKAGES 
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MUtfiNRNCE 


Pack the limousine and head off on a relaxed trip. 

Accelerate the sports car dynamically out of the corners. 

Pilot the SUV along dirt tracks and across wild streams. 

For this you need three cars or just one motorcycle - the new 
KTM 1190 ADVENTURE! Fully specced with high-tech equipment 
for all your adventures-no matter where in the world! 

STANDARD EQUIPMENT: THE NEW 


KTM 


1190 ADVENTURE | 
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YANKED... 

By Gavin Emmett 


T here was a time when the USA ruled the 
world, and of course I’m talking about 
the MotoGP World Championship rather than 
making any outlandish geopolitical statement. 
From the sensational arrival of Kenny Roberts 
onto the world stage in 1978, and on through 
the golden era of Lawson, Rainey and Schwantz 
up to present day stars such as Nicky Hayden, 
America has a proud history and tradition at 
the top table of motorcycle road-racing. 

However the future for the US in MotoGP is 
looking rather precarious at the moment, after 
Nicky Hayden’s stark announcement this week¬ 
end that his services will no longer be required 
by Ducati in 2014. Of course this came as no 
surprise after rumours have placed Cal Crutch- 
low in his seat for months, but it was nonethe¬ 
less an eye-opener to hear such a loyal and 
dependable former world champion speak so 
candidly about being ‘sacked’ with nine races 
still to go in the season. 

Don’t forget that Colin Edwards is already in 
his 40th year on the planet, and Ben Spies has 
only been able to manage two race appear¬ 
ances so far in 2013, and will turn 30 next year 
even if he is able to fulfil the second year of his 
Ducati contract. 

As we know, all three came onto the MotoGP 
stage after racing Superbikes; Hayden as AMA 
champion, Edwards as a double SBK champion, 
and Spies as both a three-time AMA winner 
and SBK champ. 

The problem is there are no US riders in SBK at 
the moment, and it is fair to say that since the 
takeover of AMA racing by the Daytona Mot- 
orsports Group (effectively the France family 
- NASCAR owners) in 2009, the AMA series has 
lost a fair amount of credibility, as well as its 


relevance to the world series’, and is no longer 
given the same respect and reverence it once 
was. 

It’s such a shame, because there are clearly 
some talented young US riders out there; 
this weekend at Laguna Seca we saw Cam¬ 
eron Beaubier (former 125cc GP and Red Bull 
MotoGP Rookies Cup rider) win the Daytona 
Sportbike race, closely followed in the top 5 by 
former RBRMC champions Jake Gagne and JD 
Beach. 

16 year-old Joe Roberts won a stunning Super¬ 
sport race on Saturday, his third in three starts, 
and will hope to take that form back to the 
RBMRC series in Brno. The fact that three of 
its former stars are now plying their trade back 
in the US doesn’t bode well for Roberts how¬ 
ever, as all have so far been unable to follow a 
similar path to contemporaries such as Johann 
Zarco, Luis Salom or Danny Kent - all former 
RBMRC riders who have made the step suc¬ 
cessfully into GPs. 

No doubt it is tough for US riders to come 
through these days with racer wages at a low 
and travel expenses at a high, but I do under¬ 
stand there are efforts being made to rectify the 
situation. 

Josh Herrin is currently rumoured to be under 
consideration for a Moto2 ride next year, whilst 
Gagne and James Rispoli are set to wildcard 
in Moto2 at Indy. Former MotoGP star John 
Hopkins was at Laguna this weekend trying to 
secure himself a testing role at Suzuki with a 
view to a MotoGP™ return in 2015, whilst there 
are even mutterings of Kenny Roberts Sr. re¬ 
turning to the fold with a new team - could he 
be the catalyst in changing what currently is a 
worrying situation for the USA? 
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2 STROKE TURNAROUND 



I s the sound and smell of a two-stroke engine 
once more blipping away on the horizon? 
This could be the case as the FIM and Youth- 
stream recently announced plans for a brand 
new six-seven round European Championship 
in 2014 catering for two-stroke bikes from 200 
to 300cc. Just one Japanese manufacturer 
currently produces 250cc ‘screamer’ models 
along with two in Europe and the possibili¬ 
ties for the series have attracted speculation. 



65, 85 and 125 European Championships are al¬ 
ready alive and thriving so will this signify a defi¬ 
ant charge back into the light for the technology? 
Will any fresh 300s eventually arrive? Does the 
capacity limit exist solely to find some new, saf¬ 
er parity with 450cc four-strokes that currently 
formulate almost the entire entry of the premier 
MXl/’MXGP’ class (and AMA 450MX/SX)? Can 
a door swing open for more privateer and in¬ 
dependent technical engineering? To gain some 
insight we gathered a cross section of views... 

By Adam Wheeler Photos by Ray Archer 




Feature 


WHO WE ASKED 


LAURIENS KLEIN KOERKAMP 


Sport Director of KTM Sport 
Motorcycles, former 250cc GP winner 


Yamaha Motor Europe Race Manager 


SYLVAIN GIEIBOIERS 


GIUSEPPE LUONGO 


Team Principal of Rockstar Energy 
Suzuki World MX1 and last two-stroke 
250cc world champions in 2002 


President, Youthstream 


STEVE GUTTRIDGi: 


BEN POPPERWELI. 


Chief Mechanic, 

Monster Energy Yamaha 


European Race Planning Manager 
for Kawasaki 


ROGER HARVEY 


Honda Motor Europe 
Off-Road Race Manager 





2 STROKE TURNAROUND 


THE REACTION 

Guttridge: Youthstream have come forward 
with an interest to have additional input for 
two-strokes. From our point of view we develop 
four-strokes for adults but we still invest in 
two-strokes for the kids because they are good 
for the little ones to ride and the parents to 
work on. As a compromise if Youthstream want 
to stage a series for manufacturers and people 
that want to race two-strokes then great. It is a 
diverse and free market. 

Beirer: First of all I was surprised because this 
push or request did not come from KTM. We 
offer a whole model range but we know that 
the top level is based on four-stroke motorcy¬ 
cles and we will be measured there with the 
Japanese. We never stopped believing in two- 
strokes because it is one of the best bikes for 
keeping our sport alive. Motocross is not a rich 
man’s world. For sure it is not cheap to have 
two-strokes either but everything is easier and 
the engines are more reliable for racing. The 
technology is a bit simpler but it is enough for 
fun on an off-road bike. 

Guttridge: I think it is good that it has hap¬ 
pened separately instead of mixing the bikes in 
MX1 and MX2 so that issue doesn’t get con¬ 
fused again. 


: We are not sure what to ex¬ 
pect. The request for this class did not come 
from Yamaha but, anyway, from a competitive¬ 
ness point of view we have a good 250cc two- 
stroke available, not based upon an Enduro 
bike or something. 

: I don’t think it is discrimination. It is 
Honda’s choice that we don’t make two-strokes 
but we have the opportunity to do it if it works 
at a business level. The reason we went four- 
stroke in the first place was announced back 
in 2000 because we are an environmentally 
friendly company and two-strokes were not 
found to be part of that remit. Having said 
that I’m sure today’s technology could make a 
very clean two-stroke. I think it is about some 
European manufacturers who are participating 
in Enduro at the moment who might be teased 
into motocross. 

Luongo: What we have now is another oppor¬ 
tunity and I prefer to open doors rather than 
close them. I believe we will have a full gate as 
we do in the other European two-stroke series 
and the three European manufacturers that 
are prepared for this - KTM, Husqvarna and 
TM - will be present with some good riders at 
European level. We are also working now to 
help people like Gas Gas and Beta to approach 
this low-cost championship. We will see how 
things go. 



FOUR-STROKES 


Geboers: Thinking purely about the sport I 
think the four-stroke has damaged motocross. 

I warned when we moved in this direction that 
it would become expensive and difficult for 
owners to control and maintain their bikes. 
They would need extra personnel to work 
on the bikes whereas the two-strokes were 
easier. Anyway we are into four-strokes now 
and I don’t know if the manufacturers have 
the chance or the opportunity to come back to 
two-strokes. If we have to return to that tech¬ 
nology just for motocross’ sake then I don’t 
think it will happen. The total units of sales in 
off-road is too small to justify it, but if those 
engines can be used for scooters and mopeds 
etc then maybe. 

Luongo: Some people try to change the market 
and they don’t succeed. I believe the manu¬ 
facturers made the wrong decision a long time 
ago to concentrate only on the four-strokes. 

It was made on the consideration of pollution 
but now tracks and enduro lanes are closing 
because of the noise. When they were thinking 
about pollution they did not consider two other 
main factors. One is the cost of those bikes - 
and I understand that the economical crisis did 
not help - and two, the noise. These two big 
mistakes have kept the two-strokes alive and 
still on the market. 

: You have to stay open minded. Honda 
is a four-stroke company, even our little garden 
strimmers are four-strokes so that is the length 
we have gone to and we haven’t done anything 
two-stroke for a number of years and since the 
RS250 road race bike stopped. 

Luongo: It is clear that the Japanese manu¬ 
facturers have difficulties to admit when they 
have got something wrong and for this they 
continue to struggle and stay in their position. 
Outside there is a market for off-road that is 


very small and maybe for the big companies 
the decision for four-stroke was also influence 
by the road and it became an overall policy. 
However perhaps that policy was not the right 
one for off-road and was created by somebody 
very high in the company that did not consider 
what problems it could bring to a small mar¬ 
ket. At the beginning it was OK and everybody 
believed in it and it was something new but af¬ 
ter some time the advantages of the two-stroke 
saw it gain more importance again. 

Popperwell: When the four-strokes came along 
I believe people thought the two-strokes were 
the cheaper way to keep racing, but actually 
the build quality of the four-strokes is getting 
better. 

: The four-strokes now are better be¬ 
cause we have been developing them for ten 
years. We’ve just unveiled a 2014 CRF450R. 
Now you go back to an XR250 and you’d think 
‘how slow are these going to be?’ but look at 
the 250s now. 

Popperwell: The pre-2014 Yamaha four-stroke 
engine has not changed that much in the last 
ten years. At a basic level it is still the same, 
so the improvements we’ve made in that time 
are crazy to think about. If we were running 
our engines now in 2003 we’d be blowing 
everyone away but that shows how technology 
has moved on. Mostly it is about fine-tuning. 
You are always moving forward with the jetting, 
cam timing and it builds-up and before you 
know it you are making big gains. 

Geboers: The technology is more complex and 
most of the amateur mechanics do not under¬ 
stand it. Spare parts are also cheaper on the 
two-strokes...for sure. The two-stroke is at a 
different level of cost compared to the four- 
stroke. 





Feature 
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"jraff-Jiij To have something different with different 
bikes and different technology and ultimately a 
proper European Champion is good..." 






TWO-S'l'ROKIES 





Popperwell: I think it depends on the level and 
the ability of the rider when it comes to the 
two-strokes. Usually the faster the rider then 
the more tuning that has been done and more 
things that have been thrown at the engine. 
When you are paying for tuning and after- 
market parts to gain performance then it gets 
more expensive. 

Beirer: When the four-strokes came in the 
numbers for two-strokes really went down and 
you could clearly see which way the market 
was going, but after a short time the market 
for two-strokes began to increase again, so we 
never stopped developing and manufactur¬ 
ing them. We were a little bit surprised that 
they have come back on the platform as a 
top class racing option. Of course we are very 
happy about it because we are the brand with 
perhaps the most complete two-stroke model 
line-up and this series will show support to 
those who run and still like to race two-strokes 
at amateur or national level events. 

Popperwell: I was always working on two- 
strokes but that was at a time when they were 
being phased out and I was lucky to be able 
to get to grips with the four-strokes when 


they first came in and at an early age. I have 
a 250cc two-stroke myself that I ride every 
now-and-then and it is still just standard. I find 
it a lot more aggressive than something like a 
250F. It wears you out. The 250F is a bit more 
enjoyable. Few things have changed on the 250 
two-stroke engine. 

Luongo: If we look at the figures I think the 
European manufacturers that produce the 
two-strokes can see climbing sales of around 
30% each year whereas the four-strokes have 
remained the same or even gone a little bit 
down. Unfortunately it is not a new bike sold 
because one two-stroke more usually means 
one four-stroke less, as the overall numbers 
are not increasing. 

Popperwell: With a 250cc two-stroke you could 
do a lot more work on the top-end than say 
the bottom end of the four-stroke because the 
way you tune the whole engine is totally differ¬ 
ent. The two-stroke is a lot more hands-on for 
tuning whereas the four-stroke is more CNC. 
Two-strokes are more delicate, matching en¬ 
gine cases to get the flows right and stuff like 
that. For a hobby rider the two-stroke is a lot 
easier to work on because there are no valves 
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in the top end or cams chains or timing. There 
are a lot more parts on the four-stroke and it 
needs more attention and concentration when 
you are building them back up. 

Geboers: The possibilities for development 
with the two-stroke will never stop. There is 
always room for improvement but we were 
forced at the time to follow the four-stroke line. 
I remember the last year we rode the two- 
stroke it was in 2003 with Mickael Pichon. In 
Spain, Portugal and Holland - the first three 
rounds of the championship and against the 
four-strokes - Pichon was the winner. Then 
suddenly at the fourth race in Italy Pichon lost 
control. He had given up. He needed a four- 
stroke he said and that was the end of us with 
the two-stroke. 

Beirer: In our last meeting with the FIM in 
Geneva I heard some Japanese manufactur¬ 
ers asking the question of why the Women’s 
World Championship are not on two-strokes. 
This was from a representative of a brand and 
made me think ‘if they are not working on two- 
strokes then why would they propose this?’ I 
feel that even in the Japan they are starting 
to think differently and that motocross would 


start to dive if too much technology was put 
into a dirtbike. We don’t want car technology 
where the engine becomes just a box. We need 
to keep the whole ‘hobby mechanic’ side of 
the sport and that is not me being ‘retro’ but 
realising that this is part of the scene. 

: I think it will be very hard for the Japa¬ 
nese to get onboard and double-up the range. 

It is not only the making of the bike but it is 
also the R&D and the development and every¬ 
thing on top. It is a lot of work to make a new 
bike. The same as it is to make a new capacity 
bike. It means a completely new engine for us. 

Luongo: There is a family spirit around the 
two-stroke where the father, the uncle or the 
brother can play the mechanic. The four-stroke 
needs special tools, attention and parts. For 
sure any kind of motocross is expensive be¬ 
cause it is a motorsport but it is still a ‘family’ 
sport. Together with enduro I think it is one 
of the most participated motorsports in the 
world; much more than road racing or cars and 
for this we need to keep this family aspect. 

If the 300 series doesn’t work then we can 
change but I feel it is the right moment and I 
see a big movement around the two-strokes. 



300cc 


: If they wanted something different 
then this was the only way they could go, bear¬ 
ing in mind that most 300s right now are en- 
duro not motocross bikes. Would it have been 
better as a 250 championship where a few 
Japanese companies still have them knocking 
about? Even those manufacturers that actually 
have a 300 still have to do R&D to turn it into 
a motocross bike with a different gearbox and 
so on. When two-strokes were ‘all the roost’, 
four-strokes had a separate championship. 

Now that four-stroke are effectively in charge 
there are now four two-stroke championships! 



Geboers: What is going to happen? Some will 
go racing with the 250 two-stroke and people 
will overbore the engine to 300, but that en¬ 
gine is not made for 300cc and they will dam¬ 
age the transmission. The factory cannot be 
responsible for the product they are selling as 
250cc for it to be used as 300cc. There are a 
few companies like KTM and Husqvarna and 
maybe TM that are doing a 300cc enduro bike 
so they will have a base but I think you have to 
make it [the series] so that all manufacturers 
have a chance to be competitive. 


Guttridge: If you are going to create a class for 
two-stroke then most manufacturers had or 
still produce a 250 two-stroke then why not set 
it at that? It won’t add any cost for the guys 
who now have to bore out the engines. 



Popperwell: It depends on how much money 
you have to throw at it. If you are going to put 
a 250cc into big bore then it will put a lot more 
strain on other parts of the engine and they 
might not last as long. For a big bore solution 
then you need to start looking at the gearbox 
and trying to make that stronger to withstand 
the power. 
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2 STROKE TURNAROUND 


Luongo: Today we also want to make some¬ 
thing a bit novel and different. It would be easy 
to go 250s. In Enduro the 300 has been hailed 
as a fantastic bike with the right compromise 
between the power, lightness and so on. The 
300 is very easy and I believe you can take 
a 250 and use a kit to reach the same level. 
The manufacturers will have something new to 
present and I don’t really want to see ten year 
old bikes out there; it would be good to see 
something new. 
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: I’m not sure if a 300cc would 
be faster as maybe they are not so easy to 
handle over race distance as a 250, but any¬ 
way I think there are plenty of bore kits avail¬ 
able on the aftermarket. We will see what 
happens with this new class. Our focus for the 
bigger capacity field is - and will be - on the 
four-strokes. 


Geboers: I suggested to the FIM and Youth- 
stream that they should talk with the manu¬ 
facturers and find out which direction they can 
go because if they cannot move in one direc¬ 
tion then it is silly to start two-strokes again. 
Before anything like those talks could start 
Youthstream came up with a 300cc two-stroke 
championship...but why? Most manufactur¬ 
ers have or had the workings of a 250cc two- 
stroke, so why does it have to be a 300? 


Luongo; I wanted to have a bike that is more 
powerful than a 250 but the riders can still en¬ 
joy to race and yes, it is still part of the debate 
about the 450 being too much. In the past it 
was the 500 two-stroke that was too much and 
we think the 300 might be a nice compromise 
and we will see how it can develop and how 
the market will go. The question of parity and 
the 450 will come over time. 


Guttridge: I think it is search in the dark for 
the parity and the two-stroke equivalent of the 
450 [the standard motorcycle in MX1]. It could 
be to do with that...but nobody knows if there 
is any similarity and as far as I’m aware there 
have been no conclusive tests. 










Feature 







2 STROKE TURNAROUND 


THE FUTURE 


Beirer: No disrespect to the riders who rode 
in MX3 [big bore class now defunct for 2014] 
but there shouldn’t be other world champions 
apart from MX1 and MX2 because these guys 
are so good. We are fine with one less champi¬ 
onship and we were discussing a route recently 
to have just one world champion for motocross 
in the future. I think bringing in something new 
to give a chance to the two-strokes is fair and 
something nice. We always talk about the qual¬ 
ity of the four-strokes but we are running dou¬ 
ble the capacity of the two-strokes. One day 
there should be parity between the two. Maybe 
the 250cc two-stroke concept is still the best 
one for racing when you consider costs and in 
this age we have to look at that seriously. 

Popperwell: I think it’s good. Although the two- 
strokes have faded, they haven’t disappeared 
and this will bring them back a little bit. Hav¬ 
ing said that there are probably just two manu¬ 
facturers that are still selling 250s. 

Guttridge: This is definitely something we 
could present at a higher level in Kawasaki and 
say that the two-strokes are coming back as a 
market trend but from a development point of 
view on the bigger bikes I don’t think it would 
carry much weight with the Japanese. The 
125cc two-stroke fills a gap for kids as a step¬ 
ping stone in their riding and this would hold 
more weight than a case to suddenly develop 
a 300cc two-stroke; it is just not the way it is 
going for Kawasaki at the moment because we 
have been four-stroke focussed for six-seven 
years. 

Beirer; European champions didn’t really have 
much so much value before. The kids coming 
through the junior levels would jump into the 
world championship and something like MX3 
would not really open doors to MX1 and GPs. 

It is brutal but that is the way it is. To have 
something different with different bikes and 
different technology and ultimately a proper 
European Champion is a good status. We are 


all a bit nervous about it. It is a new possibility 
and we will have to see how it runs. Anyway, 
it is good to open new directions for the sport 
and create motivation to develop two-strokes. 

: The manufacturers will be watch¬ 
ing it, certainly. I’ve notified Honda that two- 
strokes are coming back to racing prominence 
and the national federations will follow which 
will impact on sales of our 450s and maybe 
250s. That is the risk that the establishment 
takes in going a new direction. Do we continue 
with 450s and 250s? It has to be looked at 
but the Japanese will also look at the cost of 
new development. The ‘orange boys’ can do it 
because their focus is off-road. For us it is an 
important part of the business but is not a big 
one. 

Guttridge: We’ve just launched a brand new 
85cc two-stroke and this is part of the devel¬ 
opment cycle. Maybe three-four years ago the 
FIM made a policy of sticking to two-strokes 
for the kiddy bikes and that was great because 
I could go back to the factory and say “this 
is how it will go for the kids..stop working on 
a 150 four-stroke and keep working on the 
two-strokes” and it has taken that long to get 
around to develop a new one because of all the 
other models and sectors we have. If capaci¬ 
ties change from the promoter then we need a 
minimum of a three year period to implement 
and turnaround a new bike. 

Luongo: The European Championship is some¬ 
thing to get near to the fans and the people 
that want to buy these bikes and maybe also 
compete with them. We will wait and see how 
the development will be and now for the Euro¬ 
pean Championship structure there is practi¬ 
cally a full scale from 65 to 300 two-stroke. We 
will look at the market and see if the sales of 
two-strokes continue to get better. If we see it 
all moving forward then maybe one day we will 
see a two-stroke world championship. 
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450MX winner: Ryan Villopoto, Kawasaki 
250MX winner: Eli Tomac, Honda 













W hen it comes to the American motocross 
series there are different variables for the 
different tracks of the series that make or break 
them. Each track at each location has its charm, 
attractions and, sometimes, downsides. Redbud 
is probably the national that most people would 
think of as being the ‘best’ one with best being 
a relative term as there are many ways to rank 
the twelve rounds of the Lucas Oil Pro Motocross 
Championships. 




A morning haze hovers in the trees around 
arguably the Lucas Oil Pro Motocross 
Championship’s most pictureesque track 



I’ve been doing this for a while now and Wash- 
ougal, site of this past Saturday’s event, is what 
I would call a sleeper race of the series. Tucked 
away in the beautiful Pacific Northwest of Amer¬ 
ica is a track that is lined with evergreens, goes 
in and out of the forest, has some hills and is all 
in all a perfect location for motocross. Although 
the track itself isn’t perfect, it’s hard and slick in 
spots and shadows play a role in the some sec¬ 
tions in the back but hey, I’m not racing it right? 
Washougal is a terrific spectacle, the crowd is 
always strong and the riders and teams generally 
get a break from the oppressive heat in the previ¬ 
ous rounds so that’s a good thing. It also doesn’t 
get that rough so riders are usually happy to 
head up there. This year it was round eight of the 
twelve and as we watch Monster Energy Kawa¬ 
saki’s Ryan Villopoto march to the title in the 
450MX class the 250MX competition just got 
tighter. 

Here’s some news and notes from the race: 

Red Bull KTM’s Ryan Dungey and Villopoto split 
moto wins with Villopoto taking the overall with 
his 2-1 score. It was, amazingly enough, RV’s first 
ever victory at his hometown national. A caval¬ 
cade of errors from crashing to blowing up a bike 
to a red flag forcing a restart to a goggle lens 
popping out have all prevented Villopoto from 
winning here in his career. But he finally made 
it happen and in an impressive manner as he 
caught and passed Dungey in the second moto 
for a convincing triumph. 

For his part Dungey had taken Washougal five 
years in a row on both 250 and 450 bikes and 
although he got beat by RV, he did own the first 
moto in what was a nice ride and he was miles 
ahead of third place. 
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Still four rounds left and thanks to a terrible 
Redbud he’s got to make up 40 points fast. 
Yoshimura Suzuki’s James Stewart went 3-3 in a 
couple of good runs. Stewart stayed clear out of 
the trouble and although he had nothing for the 
two Ryans (who does?) he was much better than 
anyone else out there in the 450MX class. For 
Stewart and his season, a 3-3 is fine. 

Villopoto’s teammate Jake Weimer has been 
under fire for some so-so finishes this outdoor 
season. Weimer’s the type of person that is 
known as being a hard worker but he does get 
down on himself when the results aren’t there. 

So this summer has been one big depression 
suite for Jake. At Washougal he rode a terrific 
second moto to score a season-high 4th and the 
Moto Gods were with him as his 10-4 was good 
for 4th overall. Hopefully he can build on this go¬ 
ing forward. 

Washougal saw the return of BTOSports KTM’s 
Matt Georke (from injury) and privateer Weston 
Peick. Goerke DNF’d both motos with various 
issues and Peick? Well Weston did what Weston 
does which is put it around the top ten whenever 
he does show up at a race. Peick went 8-14 on 
the day while a victim of a terrible start in the 
second moto. 

The Honda Muscle Milk riders of Trey Canard 
and Justin Barcia had tough outings; Barcia’s 
4th in the first moto notwithstanding. Both riders 
were up there at different times but fell (and in 
Barcia’s case in the second moto fell again) and 
they could only muster a 10th overall (Barcia) 
and 12th (Canard). Rough day at the (pinewood) 
office for Honda. 

JGR Yamaha’s Josh Grant was looking to keep 
a roll going from Redbud and with a 5th in the 
first moto it seemed that he was on his way. And 
in the second moto he ran second for a while 
before rapidly dropping back to tenth. After the 
race Josh indicated that he had lost his rear 
brake and Washougal is definitely a track where 
you want your brakes. 
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In the 250’s, it was a pair of spectacular rides 
by GEICO Honda’s Eli Tomac in going 1-1 and 
pulling to within one point of Ken Roczen in 
the standings. Roczen has led the series the 





• * ^ 

.. 


• •• 


entire way and certainly rode well at Wash- 
ougal (2-2) but he didn’t have anything for 
Tomac. But it wasn’t all peaches and ice cream 
for Eli as on the last lap of moto two he just 
about ‘bit the farm’ when he hit a kicker going 
uphill and almost endoed end-over-end. Tomac 
managed to save it but he admitted to me af¬ 
terwards that he thought it was over. 


Tomac’s team-mates Justin Bogle and Zach 
Osborne both had pretty good races that could 
also have been better. Bogle ran up front both 
motos and had his best finishes this year but 
deep into the race distances he went back¬ 
wards for one reason or another. Osborne still 
cannot figure out the first moto issues he’s 
been having but he’s got the second motos 
down. This week he scored a 3rd but it was 
offset by a disappointing 14th in the first moto. 


A good day/bad day for the Monster Energy 
Pro Circuit team. The much maligned and 
rumored-to-be-on-chopping-block Justin Hill 
scored a timely career best fifth overall on 
his home track. Adam Cianciarulo had one 
moto that was fantastic and showed everyone 
his potential but defending 250MX champion 
Blake Baggett had one motor blow up and a 
lackluster second moto that all but sealed the 
end of any title defence. 
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Spectacular stuff from the German who has 
fronted the 250MX pack since day one but 
has to close the deal with races at Millville, 
Unadilla, Utah and Lake Elsinore to go 
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AM A MX PRO MOTOCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP 



Jake Weimer also gets flighty on his 
way to a fine fourth position and a 
reminder that the 2012 King of Bercy is 
still a fine rider in need of a break 









































Adam Cianciarulo finally- 
going with his Pro career. 











READY TO RACE 


Latest 4GS Closed Cartridge Fork 
CNC machined triple clamp 
Eadusive Sis Days Look ^ - 

...and many more extras. 


Six days of pain, rocks, dirt and hardship that demand every last 
b|! 7 bit from man and machine. That’s exactly what the KTM SIX DAYS 
^ models are created for: with revised 4CS closed cartridge fork, 
j CNC-machined triple clamps, Supersprox two-component sprocket, 

/ carbon exhaust protector for all two-stroke models and a dozen other 
' high tech features for this professional outfit. 

The total package for the toughest fight of the year. 
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illustrated riding scenes, always wear protective clothing and 
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ALWAYS MAKING A POINT... 

By Steve Matthes 


J ust when you think it’s safe to go to the track 
again, the Alessi family strikes. After a very 
successful but controversial amateur career, Mike 
Alessi turned pro and teamed with his father 
Tony and brother Jeff as they turned heads with 
results. And, as usual, they couldn’t stay away 
from trouble off the track. Nothing criminal, just 
the stuff that most racing folks wouldn't bother 
doing. Mike’s been very fast over the years and 
has some victories to show for it but no champi¬ 
onships. 

It’s been relatively drama-free for a few years for 
#800 but at Washougal Mike and his Motocon- 
cepts team got dragged into something that is 
probably going to turn pretty serious for Tony and 
team owner Mike Genova. Just before the start of 
the first 450MX moto Ryan Villopoto was distract¬ 
ed by a green laser pointer in his goggles. 


I contacted race officials after hearing that Jeff 
was caught and the sources that were there 
confirmed to me that yes Jeff was stopped with 
a laser (Villopoto himself told me that he was 
‘lasered’ before the second moto and Tony Alessi 
said he knew nothing about it). I also spoke with 
two to three more eyewitnesses that saw Jeff be¬ 
ing confronted by officials. So I sent out a Tweet 
telling people what had happened and figured we 
would hear more as the day went on. It was an 
incredibly ridiculous, unsafe and frankly stupid 
thing to do by Jeff and in no way do I believe that 
Mike Alessi was in on this plan. 

“There are plenty of things 
that make no sense in the 
Alessi world...” 



Although Villopoto didn’t get the start he wanted, 
he also said - after the race - the pointer wasn’t 
the reason. Some investigating by Kawasaki, the 
Rockstar Suzuki team and MX Sports (the pro¬ 
moters) and it turns out that Jeff Alessi, Mike’s 
brother, was caught with a laser pointer in the 
area where Villopoto's GoPro footage shows the 
laser coming from. 

That’s bad enough but the fact that younger 
brother Jeff was wearing a MCR team shirt with 
Tony’s season credential on it was worse. As a 
guest of the team-or helping the team out with 
his headset- and with another team members 
pass on, this incident escalated to a new level. 
Despite an ever-changing story from Jeff eyewit¬ 
nesses saw him earlier in the week and in the day 
playing with a laser pointer. 

Here’s where this reporter comes in. 


After the race, while talking to Mike about his 
great second moto, I was confronted by Tony, 
team owner Mike Genova and Jeff himself over 
my Tweet. I was very confident in my report¬ 
ing and truthfully, I cannot believe that the team 
wasn’t apologetic for what had happened and was 
preparing to punish Jeff for his act. Instead, I was 
threatened by Jeff, poked in the chest by Tony, 
sworn at over and over all over the fact that I re¬ 
ported what had, to my and many other people’s 
eyes, happened. 

It's a sad situation and we’ll see what MX Sports 
levies in terms of fines and punishments. I can’t 
help but wonder why a father (as well as a team 
manager) would act like Tony did in the face of 
a mountain of evidence against his kid but then 
again, there are plenty of things that make no 
sense in the Alessi world. 
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A t the start of his second MX2 season 
21 year old Romain Febvre chucked his 
gauntlet on the ground with two podium fin¬ 
ishes in the first two rounds: the dark and the 
heat ofQatar and Thailand. We’d seen flashes 
of the 2011 European Champion’s potential 
in 2012 when he stood out from the clutch 
of rookie youngsters striving for recognition 
in the MX2 ‘mid-pack’. He was one of those 
fast enough for Grand Prix but not yet quick 
enough for people to take full notice. That 
changed under the lights in Losail and with 
the rapid Wilvo Nestaan JM KTM. 


A broken leg while practicing after round 
three meant the momentum was suddenl 
stopped but Febvre has been clawing his 
back to speed .in the last four events and 
fifth overall in Latvia three weeks ago. He 
also the subject of a fantastic scrub shot In 
the last edition of OTOR - a variation of 
can be seen in these pages - 
it was time to find out a bi 
fresh-faced racer who 
Grand Prix i 
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ROMAIN FEBVRE 



On the French-Belgian divide... 

I am from the northeast of France, near to the 
city of Nancy, and just two hours from Bel¬ 
gium. I signed my contract with Jacky [Mar¬ 
tens, Team Principal] last year and decided to 
move to Belgium in October. For a motocrosser 
it is a great country to be in. My apartment is 
only nine kilometres from the workshop and 
Lommel. It feels like every track is open all 
week. My girlfriend is Belgian and my family 
are always coming to stay. I’m starting to learn 
all about sand tracks; it is not easy for me! I’m 
better on hard-pack. 

On his eye-catching riding style and what con¬ 
tributes to it... 

I like having a good style on the jumps and 
when I find a fun one then I just want to play 
with the bike. I started racing motocross in 
2010 but before that I was doing Supermoto, 
so maybe that has something to do with it. My 
distraction is BMX and when I have time dur¬ 
ing the week I got to a skatepark. Jet-skiing is 
also fun. 

On re-embarking on a motocross career... 

In 2009 I was doing the German Supermoto 
Championship and trying some world champi¬ 
onship rounds. I had a practice bike for mo¬ 
tocross and trained a lot on the dirt and it led 
to trying to launch a career in 2010 because I 


liked it so much. I was riding motocross before 
and in 2006 I was in the French 85cc cham¬ 
pionship and I stretched the ligaments in my 
knee. I needed to stop for four months and 
that was when a friend told me about Super¬ 
moto. It was not so physical for my knee on 
the asphalt but I reached a point where I knew 
if I wanted to get serious about motocross I 
would have to start at that moment otherwise 
it would have been too late. I progressed well 
from that point. 

On any advantages from Supermoto... 

A little bit of bike control but for me you lose 
more that you can learn when it comes to any 
gains for motocross. I think the other way - go¬ 
ing from motocross to Supermoto - is really 
good because the technique helps you out. I 
think you can see that supermoto racers are 
not that good at motocross! 

On considering road racing at some point... 

Maybe. I would go back to Supermoto also but 
I think it will be Enduro after motocross be¬ 
cause I am a big fan. 

On his riding origins... 

My father never rode a motorcycle. I have an 
older stepbrother who had a motocross bike 
and I remember asking for one also when I 
was young, for my birthday. 
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On his bilingual skills... 

I learned English in school for six years and 
wish I had done it better! Now I need to speak 
it with almost everybody here [MXGP], It is a 
bit difficult for me but I keep on trying to get 
better. 

On the career milestone in Qatar... 

Qatar was unbelievable for me. In my first race 
I got my first podium. When you are up there 
it passes so fast. You almost freeze and have 
to remind yourself where you are. It feels like 
such a brief moment. I don’t think I took on¬ 
board the results I was making until about a 
week after Thailand. Somehow it makes you 
feel that your dreams really are possible. I 
wasn’t expecting Qatar; I had worked really 
hard in the winter and I knew the team had a 
great bike but I wasn’t looking at the podium 
and thinking ‘that’s mine’. Afterwards though, 
when we came back to Europe, I thought ‘why 
not at every race now?’ then I got injured. So it 
was difficult going from the high to the low. 

On his character and dealing with attention... 

I am not so famous, but I like the quiet life. 

I’m quite shy really and it is hard to know how 
to handle people being around me. I feel like I 
have found my place in the class. I know I can 
make podiums. 

On life outside motocross... 

You need to have an escape from motocross. 
You train, ride and race hard but it is good to 
have some distance sometimes. So, for me, 
there is BMX and other little activities. I’ve 
started to get a good group of friends in Bel¬ 
gium now and they call me up to hang out. 

I think it is important to have another sport 
away from your profession. That’s my opinion. 


On the crowded spotlight that is French moto¬ 
cross... 

There are many good French riders but I’m 
not looking at a guy thinking ‘I must beat him 
because he’s French’. Perhaps the only time I 
really think about it is when the Nations team 
selection comes around and there are many 
people going for those three slots! 

On his career path... 

I don’t have a concrete plan but I would like to 
stay in Europe for a few years. I have another 
year in MX2 but I am close to the limit and the 
time to go to MX1 will come fast. I’m not quite 
ready for the 450 so if there is a proposition 
from the U.S. I might consider it. 

On the prospect of racing the factory Husq- 
varna in 2014... 

[smiles] It is a big mystery. I signed to be with 
Jacky so we are going to Husqvarna. I haven’t 
seen the bike yet but it’s made by KTM so it 
should be good. Jacky had to convince me it 
would be OK because when you saw the previ¬ 
ous versions of Husqvarna’s motocross bikes 
they were not really that great. He went to 
Austria between Sweden and Latvia and saw 
enough to say it was a good bike. I am not too 
worried. I know we have all winter to try things 
and get ready. 

On dealing with the constant fight for just sec¬ 
ond place in MX2... 

It is not so bad. Especially for me because 
after the injury my focus has been about 
reaching the podium again. For sure Herlings 
is faster than the ‘group’ but he can still crash 
and has been doing it on a few Saturdays. He 
is quick but I think we can beat him. 2014 will 
be a new year. 































DAYTONA 675R 


I n some ways it’s surprising that Triumph 
have comprehensively redesigned their 
Daytona 675R for 2013. After all, the outgo¬ 
ing triple has won countless comparison tests 
against its Japanese and Italian rivals — and 
that in a middleweight super-sports class 
whose falling sales hardly encourage major 
investment. 

But having taken the decision to update the 
675R (and also the standard Daytona 675, 
which gets similar changes), a few years ago, 

Triumph’s development engineers realised they 
had no alternative to a full revamp when they 
discovered the existing model had been taken 
as far as it could go. As Simon Warburton, the 
firm’s product manager, put it: “We set our¬ 
selves some targets, and came to the conclu¬ 
sion that we’d need so many improvements 
that it was basically a new engine.” 

So it was “in for a penny, in for a pound” in 
Hinckley, to the extent that the new 675 shares 
little more than indicators, front mudguard, 
brake calipers and footrests with its predeces¬ 
sor. The little-changed styling is misleading but 
the giveaway is the new model’s exhaust sys¬ 
tem, with silencer low on the right instead of 
under the seat. 



The three-cylinder engine keeps its 675cc 
capacity but has shorter stroke dimensions, 
which allows 500rpm more revs, to a new limit 
of 14,400rpm. That allows more top-end power, 
including a 2bhp higher maximum of 126bhp. 
The old model’s dip at 7000rpm has also been 
filled in. Engine changes include lighter pis¬ 
tons and crankshaft, and redesigned cams and 
valves. There’s a new slip-assist clutch with a 
lighter action, and a reworked gearbox. The 
cooling system is revised; the bottom-end is 
redesigned to reduce oil surge under braking. 


The low-slung exhaust allowed a new frame 
with optimised geometry and weight distribu¬ 
tion. Moving the engine back by 5mm allowed 
new forks with longer stroke. Another new fea¬ 
ture is ABS braking, which is included on the 
R-model and an option on the standard 675. 










Triumph were aware of the risk that the short- 
stroke engine would lose some of the grunt 
and character that have always been among 
the Daytona’s most valuable weapons against 
its four-cylinder rivals. Thankfully that has 
been avoided. The Daytona pulls cleanly from 
5000rpm or lower, gaining revs in exhilarating 
and very linear fashion. 

By 8000rpm the bike is storming forward, the 
tacho needle sweeping round the dial and the 
engine screaming with a tuneful note from the 
intake and silencer. The advantage from a few 
extra horsepower is impossible to confirm in 
isolation, though I don’t doubt there’s a slight 
gain. The revised gearbox and quick-shifter are 
impressive, too; a notable improvement on the 
previous Daytona’s. Like the ABS, the shifter is 
included with the R and an accessory with the 
standard 675. 

Throttle response is also very good. Triumph 
haven’t taken the opportunity to equip the 
Daytona with a ride-by-wire system, and it’s 
easy to understand why when the conventional 
system works as well as this. There’s also no 
traction control, either, partly because that’s 
much easier with ride-by-wire. A good system 
would be a benefit but I can’t say it’s seriously 
missed. 



The previous 675 handled superbly, as proven 
by its many comparison test wins, not to men¬ 
tion race victories including Glenn Richards’ 
2012 British Supersport title. This model is 
slightly lighter, has a shorter wheelbase, puts 
more weight over its front wheel, and has 
racier steering geometry. That gives not only 
slightly sharper, more neutral steering but also 
very impressive stability. 

Suspension is subtly better too, at least up 
front. The previous model’s Ohlins equipped 
front end was slightly harsh. No such wor¬ 
ries with this bike’s forks, which have revised 
damping and an extra 10mm of travel. The rear 
Ohlins unit is superbly well controlled, even 
when the sticky rear Pirelli Supercorsa SP is 
being given a hard workout. The Triumph is 
also brilliant on the brakes, not least in the way 
the Circuit ABS setting allows the rear wheel to 
lift slightly under super-hard stopping. 


Some updates are intended to improve life 
at a less hectic pace. The clip-ons are 5mm 
higher for a slightly more comfortable riding 
position (or “less uncomfortable”, if you’re in 
town). As before there’s a reasonable amount 
of leg-room, even for lanky me, although it’s a 
shame the footrests still can’t be adjusted. The 
updated instrument panel now includes a fuel 
gauge, though you still need to take a hand off 
the bars to toggle through the settings. 

Despite those civilising touches the Daytona 
675R is still very much a super-sports ma¬ 
chine, with the focus and racy character of 
that breed. But this new model is more refined 
and rider friendly, as well as subtly quicker. 
Triumph didn’t really need to update it so 
comprehensively, so credit to them for doing 
so anyway. Perhaps inevitably its price has 
gone up (by £800, to £10,599). It’s not cheap 
for a middleweight but it’s an outstanding bike 
that’s as sweet handling and rewarding to ride 
as just about anything on wheels. 
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MXGP FINLAND 


A series of images that shows a little of 
the demands of Hyvinkaa. The surface 
and some bad starts would contribute 
to keep Gautier Paulin (below) off the 
podium for the second race in a row. 

The Frenchman even survived one scary 
off-track excursion... 
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The pivotal moment in the first moto 
when leader and pole position holder 
Clement Desalle is block-passed by 
Cairoli. The Sicilian went on to win 
while Desalle would vent some of his 
frustration in the second race 


Glen Coldenhoff was looking good for his 
first GP podium finish after pole position and 
second place in the first moto. A first corner 
crash and mechanical problem would put paid 
to the Dutchman’s hopes in the second outing 






MXGP FINLAND 


Faces of thunder for Tommy Searle and his 
CLS team. The second moto drama had yet to 
start and Searle is a easy podium candidate if 
he can put two solid races together. Watch the 
clip to see the exciting dispute with Desalle 
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Xavier Boog goes down hard on the 
double next to the viewing enclosure 
during the qualification heat race. The 
Frenchman suffered a dead leg and also 
sprained his knee. The pain and swelling 
meant that he was a spectator on Sunday 
and watched the Grand Prix motos next to 
team owner and FI driver Kimi Raikkonen 
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Third podium of the season for Monster 
Energy Yamaha’s Dean Ferris after some 
pre-event testing with suspension and 
bike set-up paid dividends on the sand 






MXGP FINLAND 


A double podium fo 
Suzuki in MX1 and I 
side to some of Finl 
shot has already ga 
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A great top ten finish for leading Finnish 
rider Harri Kullas will hopefully get the 
KTM racer’s career back on track after two 
injury-felled seasons in MX2 













Twelve in a row for Herlings 
who needs one more for the 
record. The Dutchman can be 
world champion again in just two 
rounds at the same rate of results 


CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MX1 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

2 

Kevin Strijbos, BEL 

KTM 

3 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Suzuki 

4 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Kawasaki 

5 

Jeremy Van Horebeek, BEL 

Kawasaki 


MXl WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 12 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tony Cairoli 

564 

2 

Gautier Paulin 

465 

3 

Clement Desalle 

456 

4 

Ken De Dycker 

441 

5 

Kevin Strijbos 

365 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

2 

Dean Ferris, AUS 

Yamaha 

3 

Jordi Tixier, FRA 

KTM 

4 

Jose Butron, SPA 

KTM 

5 

Alex Tonkov, RUS 

Honda 


MX2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 12 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings 

592 

2 

Jordi Tixier 

441 

3 

Jose Butron 

383 

4 

Christophe Charlier 

343 

5 

Glen Coldenhoff 

326 






































MXGP FINLAND 


Podium time again for 
Strijbos, who might have 
just done enough to earn 
another year in factory 
Suzuki colours 
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/ Go to the limit, battle your doubts and overcome them. When the slope is steeper and 
tougher than ever before, get used to it and keep riding. 

With your KTM 250 EXC-F you’ll find your way. The new state-of-the art DOHC engine 
delivers a lot more torque, even at lower revs, and defines the benchmark of its 
class. Many enhancements on the bodywork, suspension and numerous other com¬ 
ponents deliver the best handling of all time. 

A bike for the battle, one that shows you no mercy, regardless of terrain. 













SUES BLOG 


NUMBERS GAME... 

By Adam Wheeler 



F or all the fuss about ability, speed, prestige 
and bragging rights arguably the biggest 
separator between motocross in the United 
States and the rest of the world comes down to 
cold, hard cash. At this time of the year when 
busy contract negotiations are going on you in¬ 
evitably start to get an idea of values and num¬ 
bers and it still amazes me the type of figures 
bandied around for a supercross. Of course to 
get in a position where you can see a chequered 
flag requires a special talent and no shortage of 
bravery. The fact that it is accomplished in front 
of crowds that range from 30,000 to 70,000+ 
means there is a market for that kind of remu¬ 
neration. Like premier league football the quan¬ 
tities of money involved may verge on the ab¬ 
surd but it only suits the financial playground in 
which the sport exists. If the cash and demand 
is there then why shouldn’t the ‘players’ earn 
their share? 

If an elite motocross athlete can look towards 
almost a million dollars for a supercross cham¬ 
pionship title then why on earth would he con¬ 
sider aiming for any other discipline? A solitary 
main event victory would already eclipse the 
basic earning salary for one of a group of riders 
aiming for the top ten of the MX1 category. 

In Grand Prix, as in any professional sport, the 
higher echelon rarely has to worry about money. 
Then there is a middle section that has to be 
creative and mostly lucky in terms of their earn¬ 
ing power and finally the try-hards that have 
become the biggest victims of modernisation 
where the privateer no longer has a viable place 
at the top level. 

Basic and inevitable economics: the series gets 
squeezed through sponsors paying less or not 
paying at all and brands unable to increase in¬ 
vestment. In turn teams bring down the market 
value (outside of the A list’) and sign younger 
second riders that are forced out of MX2 by vir¬ 


tue of the fact they are cheaper through inexpe¬ 
rience and in some cases even bring their own 
money with them. Youthstream can help where 
they can, and lowering fees or amplifying travel 
subsidies would have an effect, but not a great 
one as they tackle their own business equations. 

It feels like MXGP is chopping down the average 
age of the racing star and this also drops the 
salaries. This is in part due to the recent super¬ 
teenager effect of Roczen and Herlings but also 
the 23 year limit on MX2 and the presence of 
the 125cc and 250cc European kids on the GP 
trail. The situation exists now whereby if a rider 
cannot find a sufficiently well paid ride in MX1 at 
23 then he is forced to consider his career out¬ 
side of Grand Prix. Does this weaken the sport? 
You could argue for a Darwin-esque survival of 
the fittest - the best will make the grade - but it 
won’t lead to a stocked gate unless more teams 
can evolve in their commercial activities and 
make Grand Prix existence something sustain¬ 
able. 

A GP rider might bank decent coin over a longer 
period compared to his AMA cousin due to a 
more balanced calendar but this could be a 
myth. A good racer could find that works con¬ 
tract ‘golden patch’ for a period of two-three 
seasons at the most until injuries take their 
toll, form drops or age catches up and they are 
overlooked for the next young wave. This could 
happen by 26 and there are several examples 
already in the paddock. 

In short the pinnacle of motocross is exactly 
that: a sharp point, and it is hard to balance at 
the peak for a sustained length of time. When 
you talk about a group of maybe 10-15 riders in 
both championships able to command a de¬ 
serving salary for the dangers they face then it 
seems so few. Earn what you can, and hopefully 
be happy with what you earn. Like most sports, 
sadly, it won’t last long. 













The Higgins 



MOTO VISION 

Summer has never been this cool. 
Available at the brightest dealers in the country. 
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www.ride 1 OOpercent .com @ridelOOpercent 















MSR 

2014 collection time and MSR is the slightly more 
refined option compared to something like the lively 
and jumpy schemes and affiliations that can be 
found with something like Answer (shown in the last 
issue). The riding gear itself has been completely 
revised and promises some of the best fitting, last¬ 
ing and performing (ventilation and resistance) 
qualities yet. There is also a brand new helmet line 
- MAV-1 - that has been evolved and designed with 
the assistance of the MSR stable of athletes. 
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RODUCTS 


ALPINESTARS 

The Tech 10 motocross boat has been a flagship 
product for Alpinestars for over a decade. The 2014 
version of the footwear boasts a renewed level of 
engineering that is still quite staggering when the 
boot is deconstructed. Basically five different com¬ 
pounds come together to form a flexible but sturdy 
and protective item that encompasses a revised 
inner ankle section and an all-new closure system 
with light and durable buckles. All are also easily 
replaceable. 

There is a raft of technical details to speak of. An 
example? How about the 3D open cell foam that in¬ 
corporates anti-sliding suede on heel area to keep 
the foot located inside the boot? Or the TPU blade 
system on the shin to aid against hyperextension? 
Aside from doing a capable job - OTOR has a set 
of 2008 Tech 10s and still prefer them to the new 
Tech 8s - the 10s are also one of the best look¬ 
ing boots on the shelves. We’re not sure about the 
black scheme...you can never beat white. 

















Products 








YAMAHA 

You might not have realised but Yamaha actually 
have a quite tasty looking retro section of ap¬ 
parel and accessories hidden away on the www. 
yamaha-motor-europe.com website. Some of the 
gear blends class and heritage and only last year 
the company was winning awards for the quality 
of their clothing products. 

The T-shirts nicely mix fandom with fashion’s 
obsession with motorcycling heydays. There is 
a road racing and a motocross version with the 
same print popping up on items like coffee mugs. 
The ‘Heritage’ line also stretches to an old-style 
holdall and elegant timepiece. Check out these 
items and more on the website and most should 
be available through Yamaha dealers if not online. 





Products 



MONSTER ENERGY 
& ALPINESTARS 


We stay briefly with the prolific Italian-Americans 
for the moment as they now fabricate key kit for 
those wanting the Tech3/Cal Crutchlow look on 
the street with the latest road offering in official 
licensed Monster Energy colours. 

At the top of the pile is the CLAW leather suit (750 
euros) with CE certified protection in zones and 
the Alpinestars hallmarks of comfort, practicality 
and style. For half version, the GP-M Pro Leather 
jacket will cost 500 euros and ticks off many 
small details for what you would expect from a full 
functioning riding accessory while the Oxide Air 
Textile jacket (190 euros) is our pick of the bunch 
for a less intense set of requirements and more in 
the way of ventilation. Lastly the Monster themed 
SP-M2 gloves bring that distinctive look to some 
of the brands’ best-equipped handwear. It will cost 
110 euros to protect your mits. 
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‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 

Adam Wheeler Editor and FIM MXGP correspondent 
Ray Archer Photographer 
Steve Matthes AMA MX and SX correspondent 
Simon Cudby Photographer 

Matthew Roberts Television Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 
Gavin Emmett TV commentator/Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 

Nuria Garcia Cover Design 
Gabi Alvarez Web developer 

PHOTO CREDITS 

Ray Archer, Simon Cudby, Honda Pro Images, Milagro, Alessio Barbanti & Matteo 
Cavadini 

Cover shot: Jeffrey Herlings by Ray Archer 


This publication took a lot of time and effort to put together so please respect it! Nothing in 
this publication can be reproduced in whole or part without the written permission of the edi¬ 
torial team. For more information please visit www.ontrackoffroad.com and click ‘Contact us’. 





